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Lawrence Die-In is “the first step” in campus movement

Students participating in march and demonstration in the Warch Campus Center.
Photos provided

Noah Gunther
Staff Writer

______________________

“Hands up! Don’t shoot!”
echoed off the walls of Warch
Campus Center last Tuesday
night, when approximately 50 students dressed completely in black
marched from Sankofa house
chanting, in a demonstration
organized by the Black Student
Union to raise awareness on the

unjust killings of Black Americans.
The demonstration, which
took place over the course of
about 30 minutes, started at 6:45.
After arriving at the Campus
Center, students involved marched
down the stairs to the entrance
of Andrew Commons, and, stopping their chant, abruptly fell to
the ground and remained there
motionless for four minutes and
thirty seconds.
This type of demonstration,

known as a Die-In, has been recently used in larger protests, such as
Ferguson, Mo., to raise awareness
for the Black Americans killed
by Police Officers. The Lawrence
event, which was planned in secret
from those not involved, was
organized primarily by Brienne
Colston, Chair on the Committee
of Diversity Affairs, and Romare
Antrobus, president of BSU.
“It’s been on our minds for
a while. After all the events that

surfaced over break, the nonindictments, we knew we had to
do something, but we didn’t quite
know what that something was,
for a while, and we didn’t know
how impactful our something
would be on this campus.” Colston
explained. “We’d been planning
it maybe for two weeks, maybe a
week and a half. Not very long. It
was supposed to be a spontaneous thing. It was really supposed
to impact the campus as quickly

as possible,” added Antrobus.
Colston described similar
events she had participated in over
winter break, at a larger scale. “I
did a Die-In at Gracie mansion,
organized by the New York justice league, which is a social justice organization which… unites
activists across the country to do
good work. The die-in we did at
Lawrence was a contained, college
die-in, but that one was one the

Varughese said that “LUCC is a
voice in Lawrence.” He also wants
to unite groups on campus and
work to improve “transparency
within LUCC,” he said.
Craven said that the vice
president’s role is to “support the president and attempt
to strengthen the community.”
“Lawrence could be an even more
open-minded and collaborative
community,” she said.
“I think I’m the only one on

stage who hasn’t been a part of
LUCC,” Heiring said at the start of
her opening statement. She said
she wants to see “LUCC being a
community space … rather than
being a governing body.”
Lunn-Craft’s opening statement included him saying he
“would be a good partner to the
president.” He wants to “help
LUCC bridge the gaps together”

See page 12

Martin Luther King Jr. Candidates persuade in LUCC
Day prompts reflection executive election debates
Lucy Pipkin
Staff Writer

____________________________________

THIS

WEEK

On the morning of Monday,
Jan. 20, students and staff sat
down to a breakfast discussion of
the film “Waiting for Superman”
before having the afternoon to
participate in community service
projects on and off-campus.
This annual day of service
and community involvement is
Lawrence’s way of celebrating the
nationwide Martin Luther King
Jr. (MLK Jr.) Day of Service and
is organized by the Volunteer
and Community Service Center
(VCSC).
The 2010 documentary
“Waiting for Superman” was chosen for this year’s guided discussion hosted by the VCSC. The film
critically looks at American public
education and its struggles while
it follows several children trying
to be accepted to charter schools.
The morning started with a
speech by special guest Brenda
Warren, the School Board
President of the Green Bay Area
Public School District.

Warren shared her knowledge of current education issues
in Wisconsin and re-emphasized
the purpose of this discussion
about education.
“I’d like to encourage us
today to look at education from a
more positive perspective. I would
also encourage us to not denigrate
teachers today,”
Warren said. “Our teachers
in Green Bay and your teachers
in Appleton work extremely hard
every day to teach their students
and that’s where their heart is,
that’s their mission.”
Before the conversatioat tables began, junior Megan
Occhino also posed a key question to launch discussion: how do
schools, government and society
influence a person’s access to education?
“Our goals of today’s discussion is to talk about our understanding of the film and our
understanding of education”
Occhino stated, “and we will hopefully leave here today with a better understanding and apprecia-

See page 2

Megan Corum
Staff Writer

______________________

On Monday, Jan. 19, candidates for president and vice
president of Lawrence University
Community Council presented
their positions on a range of
issues in a panel style debate at
the cafe. The presidential candidates are Elena Stabile and
Wesley Varughese. The vice presidential candidates are Sabrina
Craven, Malcolm Lunn-Craft and
Ali Heiring.
Each candidate was given two
minutes for an opening address,
starting with the presidential candidates.
Stabile said she wants to
work for “more efficiency in the
work we do” as well as having “all
efforts done with a greater force
behind them.” One of the major
focuses of her platform is “community building” between LUCC
and groups on campus.
In his opening statement,

See page 12

Candidates take part in debate.
Photo by Nathan Lawrence
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Plans released for Colman Hall housing renovation
Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Campus Life and Residence
Life Committee is killing two very
old birds with one stone with
Lawrence’s new renovation project. Colman Hall, built in 1957,
is being drastically renovated
to accommodate the needs of a
campus that will soon be without
small group houses.
These houses are those on
Union Street and Boldt Way that
have been deemed unlivable.
“[The small group houses]
just don’t have the proper use permits for unrelated people living
together,” begins Nancy Truesdell,
Vice President of Student Affairs
and Dean of Students.
Renovations of these houses

would be expensive and Campus
Life believes would “ruin the character of the houses.”
Despite the change of usage,
small group houses will not be
torn down.
“We are still planning,” continues Truesdell.
Planning for the Colman renovations, however, is well underway. Campus Life prides itself
on the student input involved in
these affairs.
“First of all, there’s been a
history here of involving students
in the planning of projects for
building that most directly affect
them,” said Truesdell.
This includes picking out furniture in Warch to giving feedback
on Lawrence’s first suites in Hiett
many years ago.

“Students have been involved
wherever they can [in this Colman
project],” continued Truesdell.
“They interviewed architectural
candidates and they are the ones
that settled on Marble Fairbank
from New York.”
Marble Fairbanks’ assignment was to use what students
liked most about group living—
a kitchen and shared lounging
space—and create a new way living like this on campus, in Colman.
“Since group style housing is what students enjoy, we
are introducing loft style housing in Colman,” begins Rose
Wasielewski, Assistant Dean of
Students for Campus Life.
This includes four loft style
suites in Colman: an eight person
style, 14 person style, 12 person

There’s going to be an event on
Saturday night in the wellness
center … if you receive a bid, turn
it in at the Saturday event and the
representatives there will record
which organization you choose to
join.”
During previous years, students joining fraternities, known
as pledges, had to hand in the
bids they had received the previous night to the Campus Center
on Saturday. Junior Vahaken
Mouradian, President of Sigma Phi
Epsilon, explained “this year, following a decision by the IFC, new
fraternity members and pledges
were required to hand in their
bids to the Greek Life Coordinator
at the Saturday night All-Greek
event at the Wellness Center.”
Mouradian went on to explain
that in the past, pledges only had
a couple of hours around noon to
hand in their bids to Campus Life.
“I believe this [new] process is

more appropriate for the aforementioned reasons, and because
it provides the opportunity for
a potential member to officially
join his fraternity of choice in the
presence of his new brothers,” he
concluded.
The new system was not met
with universal acclaim, however.
“I personally think it would be
better off if we left it the way
it was and just included a piece
of paper attached to all the bids
instructing the new associated
what to do if they decided to turn
in their bid,” said junior Timothy
Dahlstrom of Phi Kappa Tau.
Dahlstrom also voiced
concern over the timing of the
Wednesday evening meeting. “I
thought the information session
was poorly designed; I don’t recall
seeing any advertisement for it,
and they did the session after

Interfraternity makes changes to rush process
Noah Gunther
Staff Writer

______________________

On the evening of Wednesday,
Jan. 14, Lawrence fraternities
Beta Theta Pi, Delta Tau Delta, Phi
Kappa Tau and Sigma Phi Epsilon
met in the Wriston Auditorium
to present the goals and benefits of involvement to prospective new members. Phi Mu Alpha
Sinfonia, not part of the Lawrence
Interfraternity council, was not
represented.
This official information session is new this year, part of several changes in the fraternal recruitment process at Lawrence. Before
the meeting started, junior and
president of the Interfraternity
Council, Danny Davis announced
that “[Bids] will be passed out on
Friday night … [and] we’re doing
things a little differently this year.

See page 9

style and 15 person style.
These renovations will be
done on the south end of the
Colman building and will include
a large skylight coming down to
bring light to the area.
“The enhancements will benefit all the residents of Colman, not
just the ones living in group housing,” said Amy Uecke, Associate
Dean of Students for Campus Life.
Renovations also include
upgraded laundry units, new
bathrooms, upgrading the RLA
desk and lobby area, increasing
more natural light in the building,
more effectively using the basement space to include program
spaces and movie theater-style
area.
Despite these enhancements,
students still worry about the

World

loss of the small houses. These
houses were venues where students could practice and share
music. Current renovations do not
accommodawte those needs as
well as the previous living conditions have.
Residence Life Committee
members stress that students
“should approach [these renovations] from a different perspective
since there is no way to recreate
the current group houses.”
Colman will not available for
student housing this summer but
will remain an active dorm during
the 2015 school year. Renovations
will be completed in Oct. of 2016.

To see plan for Colman
housing, see back page

News

Compiled by Nathan Whiteman
Quotes of the week

On Tuesday January 20, United States President Barack
Obama gave a sixth state of the union address. Several members
of his Republican opposition responded through their own
online addresses.
President
Barack
Obama at his State of the
Union Address: “Tonight,
after a breakthrough year
for America, our economy is
growing and creating jobs at
the fastest pace since 1999.
Our unemployment rate is
now lower than it was before
the financial crisis. More of
our kids are graduating than
ever before; more of our
people are insured than ever
before; we are as free from
the grip of foreign oil as we’ve
been in almost 30 years.”

Senator Rand Paul’s
Response
to
President
Obama’s
State
of
the
Union: “Income inequality has worsened under this
Administration, and tonight
President Obama offers more
of the same policies—policies
that have allowed the poor to
get poorer, and the rich to get
richer. Pitting one American
against another is not a pathway towards prosperity. The
President is intent on redistributing the pie but not growing it. He misunderstands that
the bulk of America wants a
bigger pie. They want to work
and don’t want a handout—
but a hand up.”

YEMEN: Yemeni Shiite rebels are holding the President
of Yemen, Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi, captive after seizing the
presidential palace. As the rebels, known as Houthis, captured
the country’s largest missile base and news organization. The
commander of the Presidential Protection force said: “This is a
Coup. There is no other way to describe what is happening but
a coup.”

IRAQ: According to spokeswoman Ravina Shamdasani,
educated and professional women in Iraq are being targeted
and executed by IS, particularly if they have run for public office.
Students Lizzy Weekes and Andres Capous volunteer as a part of Lawrence’s MLK Day of Service.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

MLK Jr. Day

continued from page 1
tion of public education.”
Later that afternoon, students also participated in a variety of short volunteer opportunities on-campus and off-campus at
volunteer sites.
On-campus
opportunities were mostly run by student
organizations and ranged from
making bracelets for elderly residents at Brewster Village with
the Glamour Gals club, to writing
thank you letters to individuals
who have donated to St. Joseph’s
Food Pantry with Rotaract Club.
Those who wanted to get off campus for the day took free transportation to one of eight sites

from Bethesda Thrift Store to sort
donations and tag apparel, to the
Boys & Girls Club of the Fox Valley
to interact with kids in art, music
or sports activities.
“The Volunteer Center’s goal
is to really make sure we’re maximizing opportunities, we really
want everybody to get involved,”
explained junior Abby LaBrant.
At the off-campus activities,
LaBrant said that “not only do
students volunteer, but they really
get a chance to learn about organization’s mission.”
The MLK Jr. Day of service
is a nation-wide initiative to participate in volunteer events and
projects in his honor.
The Corporation for National
& Community Service and The
King Center work to promote this

special day each year. President
Obama even released a statement on January 18, saying that
today Americans will participate
in service nationwide, “picking up
the baton handed to us by past
generations and carrying forward
their efforts. As one people, we
will show when ordinary citizens
come together to participate in
the democracy we love, justice
will not be denied.”
The staff of the VCSC chose
“Waiting for Superman” after
researching many different books
and movies related to education.
They also spoke to Warren
and education faculty at Lawrence
to gain insight on the topic.
“Education is so important to
everybody’s lives,” said LaBrant,
“and I really enjoyed the discus-

JAPAN: Japanese President Shinzo Abe has announced
intentions not to pay a $200 million dollar ransom demanded
for the safe return of two Japanese citizens taken hostage by IS.
FRANCE: Mayor Anne Hidalgo says that she intends to sue
Fox News in order to force them to remove statements made
about “no go zones for non-Muslims” in the city, saying that the
channel insulted Paris.
PHILLIPINES: An estimated 6 million people crowded
Manila’s largest park to say goodbye to Pope Francis as he ended
his trip to the Phillipenes. The trip focused on the poor, and Pope
Francis visited some of the nation’s poorest regions.

sion.
There’s just not that many
opportunities to get this big of a
group of people together who are
all here for the same exact thing
and to talk about the same issues.”
LaBrant did explain that
the VCSC in no way condoned or
endorsed anything that was said
in the movie, but that “it was honestly about bringing up an issue

that is very important to talk
about.”
LaBrant said that in her opinion, “We need make more of an
effort to bring in that controversy,
bring up issues and make sure
we’re teaching our students to
be very open-minded and look
at things from many different
angles.”

VARIETY

23 January 2015

3

THE LAWRENTIAN

AROUND THE WORLD
IN EIGHT ISSUES
St. Petersburg, Russia

I Bless the Rains
Down in Appleton
Sarah Wagner
Columnist

_______________________

Dear Sarah,
WHAT IS THE GREAT
MIDWEST TRIVIA CONTEST?
—Totally Sober Appleton Cops
Battling the Twerking Iowan Trivia
Pirates (Aaaarrrgghhhh)

Dear Appleton Cops,

Columnist

_______________________

Tracy Johnson is a junior
linguistics major from St. Louis
who recently studied abroad in
St. Petersburg, Russia.
What were you expecting before
you went to Russia?
I think I expected it to be a
bit more volatile than it actually
was, even though I knew that it
was very far away from any actual
violence. But I thought I was going
to see more political unrest … and
visible dissent.

What was it like when you got to
Russia?
I definitely saw nationalist
rallies, but they were very small,
which surprised me. It probably
would have been different if I’d
been in Moscow, but I really didn’t
see a lot [of them]. It was very
calm the whole time I was there.
Where I was, was in some
ways very similar to Lawrence. It’s
modeled after a liberal arts college. It’s really small for one thing;
there are only about 500 kids. It’s
pretty hard to get into, and so
people work hard, but not as hard
as people work here … I think
that’s what surprised me: I did
very little work. A lot of the professors just had in their minds the
idea that Americans are naturally
more hardworking than Russian
these questions require you to
get information from a specific
person. This generally means you
have to call them at some ridiculous time in the morning when the
last thing they want to be doing is
answering questions about your
trivia contest.
The Great Midwest Trivia
Contest might be one of the most
famous things about Lawrence.
Apparently it’s been written about

QUESTION MARK
By the time most colleges in the U.S. close for winter break,
Lawrentians are getting ready to get back to campus. Is
there a way for Lawrence to push the calendar such that
our winter break falls later?

There is probably no topic more
controversial on a college campus than the
academic
calendar.
The term system at
Lawrence has existed
in one form or another
for many decades, with its most recent

change coming several years ago with
the introduction of an extended winter break. Some faculty and students
have voiced concerns about our existing
schedule. Any changes to the academic
calendar would require a well-considered institutional conversation led by the
faculty and administration. I expect we
will begin a review in the next few years.

Question Mark by contacting us at
lawrentian@lawrence.edu

What are some big differences you
see between the US and Russia?
A lot of people our age can’t
drive. People walk everywhere or
take public transportation. I think
that was because we were in a
city, and if we hadn’t been in an
urban center, it would have been
different.
Another thing is that people
don’t feel like they owe you any
niceties. I felt like I was being
rude when I came back to the US
and I wouldn’t smile at people I
didn’t know. There were people
on the program who felt both
ways. Some people thought that

in everything from the Chicago
Tribune to Playboy magazine. But
ultimately, trivia will always be
about Lawrence. As current fifthyear student Schuyler Thornton
put it, “Trivia weekend is a time to
bond with friends over the quirkiness that embodies Lawrence.”
P.S. Shrek is going down.
Love, David and the Bells.

U
lL

No, it should be
sooner.
5%

everyone was acting mean, and
others could appreciate it; you
don’t have to be nice to people you
don’t know.
Hand shaking is a big thing,
especially among men. According
to men of my acquaintance, when
you see a man you know, you have
to go over and shake his hand. It
was certainly a lot of hand shaking, which I was exempt from,
being a woman. As a woman, it’s
just not a thing that you do.
Another difference is that
you can’t pet people’s dogs. [The
dogs] all wear sweaters when
it gets cold, and they have little
tracksuit things that go all the
way down to their paws. At first,
I thought it was ridiculous, and
then it got pretty cold and I began
to understand. And then I thought
I saw a dachshund without a coat
and thought his owner was irresponsible! But it actually did have
a little coat on.
Similarities?
In some ways, little pockets
of it are like Wisconsin in that
women will wear heels in the winter. When it’s icy and snowy they
have their winter heels. I definitely know people here who have
winter heels. I thought I would
stop seeing women wearing heels
when it got cold and started to
snow, but that did not happen.

Send in your questions to
wagners@lawrence.edu and
have them answered by Sarah,
a double-degree student in her
fifth year at Lawrence.

www. l awr enti an
.c o m

Po

Are you satisfied with the timing of Lawrence University’s winter break?
Total Votes: 21

students. Almost every Russian
professor I had commented that
Americans do better work than
Russians. And I don’t necessarily think that was reflected in my
work. It wasn’t that the Russian
students weren’t intelligent and
hardworking, either.
I really think I transitioned
pretty quickly. It’s partly because
St. Petersburg has a really good
transportation system, which is
cheap by American standards.
Before it got cold, I was walking
places, anyways. I got harassed
a lot on the streets; I don’t think
it was because I was physically
American, or anything, I think
that just happens to women fairly commonly [there]. When that
happens to you, you try to avoid
[that place], but in St. Petersburg,
it was impossible. This was almost
an everyday thing.

No, it should be later.
14%

Yes.
81%

Illustration by Laura Udelson

Trivia is fun. Trivia is amazing. Trivia is SKULL SQUADRON
(skull squadron). Trivia is death
and destruction hour (or possibly dungeons and dragons hour).
Trivia will take over campus and
your life if you have any sense
starting Jan. 23 at 10 p.m. and, I
believe, 37 seconds. Trivia is no
sleep and a constant craving for
Topperstix. Trivia is time checks
and SKULL SQUADRONS. For three
days, it becomes a way of life.
Here’s how it works for those
who have never played before.
Teams register in the WLFM office
in the Conservatory of Music the
morning of the contest. By nine
in the evening, Lawrentians and
a variety of off campus teams are
poised and ready in front of their
computer screens for the contest
to begin. That evening, the trivia
masters take over Lawrence’s
radio station, WLFM. For the next
50 hours, they read question after
ridiculously tangled question.
They might require you to read
a Wikipedia article. They might
require you to watch a YouTube
video and count the number of
pianos smashed. They might
require you to determine what is

carved into the pavement to the
left of the word “lulu” in a sculpture by Mike Sullivan.
Every so often, theme hours
will occur. Death and Destruction
hour. Sonic the Hedgehog hour.
NPR hour. Viola hour. Gay hour.
Game of Thrones hour. Remember
that one friend you had in high
school that you thought was a little odd because they spent hours
a day reading My Little Pony
FanFiction? They just might be
your team’s saving grace for an
hour. Personally, I’m really hoping
Kurt Russell hour is finished, but
I’m eagerly awaiting the return of
Polish hour.
The third key element in
Trivia questions are the action
questions. Dig out those weird
clothes in the back of your closet.
Find friends who can bake. Sight
read string quartet arrangements
of pop tunes. Send your boyfriend
running across campus looking
for bottles with messages in them.
These questions are only for oncampus teams and usually require
players to go somewhere and do
something for the Trivia Masters.
Sometimes you have to make
them food, sometimes you have to
seduce them and sometimes you
have to build them a giant snow
sculpture. You will end up crashing a Delta Tau Delta party.
The final element of Trivia
are the garrudas. These questions
take up the last two hours of the
trivia contest and are the hardest questions of the entire contest. Last year, no garrudas were
answered correctly by any team.
These questions often involve
incredibly obscure written works
such as rare books that are out of
print, airplane dinner menus, captain’s logs, graffiti on Copernicus’
final resting place. Other times,

Susannah Miller
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Vikings split home series with Midwest Conference rival MSOE
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

Last weekend the Lawrence
University hockey team (6-10-1,
5-5-0 NCHA) split a big homeand-home series against the
MSOE Raiders, whose (10-7-0,
5-5-0 NCHA) record keeps them
tied with the Vikings in the conference standings for now.
These fifth-place rivals
met for the first time in 2015 at
the Appleton Family Ice Center
on Friday, Jan. 16. The Raiders
opened the scoring by shuffling
the puck into the net just under
four minutes into the game.
Freshman Jake Kreutzer responded for the Vikings five minutes
later off assists from junior Ryan
Rumble and sophomore Blake
Roubos to tie it up, but the Raiders
slipped another one in before the
first intermission to pull ahead
2-1.
The second period started off

on the wrong foot. While the clock
still counted down a Lawrence
penalty from the previous period,
MSOE maneuvered a shorthanded
goal into the net just 43 seconds
in. The score remained 3-1 in the
Raiders’ favor for the remainder
of the period.
Most of the third period similarly saw no scoring action, but in
the final minutes the Vikings made
a move. After pulling sophomore
goaltender Mattias Soederqvist to
give the Vikings an extra attacker, Kreutzer again fired one into
MSOE’s soft spot to cut the lead
to 3-2.
Unfortunately, the strategic
move backfired when the Raiders
scored an empty net goal with
less than a minute on the clock,
and they snuck another one by in
the final seconds to claim the 5-2
victory.
On Saturday, the Vikings
sailed to Milwaukee on a stormy
sea of determination, their hearts
set on avenging the loss from the
night before. And avenge they did.

Right out of the gate, the Vikings
skated with a fire the Raiders
were not prepared for.
5:13 into the first period
junior Matt Moore let the Raiders
know with an unassisted, shorthanded goal that set the tone for
Lawrence’s comeback. Sophomore
Ryan Eardley added an unassisted
goal of his own a few minutes
later to widen the lead. MSOE got
a power play opportunity with
four minutes left and managed to
capitalize on it, but Roubos retaliated just seconds later to assert
the Viking lead.
Going into the second period
up 3-1, the Vikings were prepared
to do whatever it took to hold
onto the lead. The Raiders found
the back of the net to put another
power play goal on the board 8:54
into the second period, but the
Vikings refused to allow another.
They fought hard to kill several
more penalties and came out on
top, returning to Appleton with
a 3-2 conference win under their
belts.

This weekend takes the
Vikings to Duluth, Minn., where
they will challenge St. Scholastica
College (8-7-2, 5-4-1 NCHA) in a
pair of high-stakes NCHA games.
A sweep against the Saints would
push the Vikings into a strong

conference position that could
be very beneficial come playoff
time. The puck will drop at the
Mars Lakeview Arena at 7 p.m. on
Friday, Jan. 23, and at 4 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 24.

Blake Roubos facilitates an offensive attack against Milwaukee School of Engineering.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Track & Field teams take third in Oshkosh
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

_____________________

The Lawrence University
Track and Field Team competed
in their first indoor meet this
Saturday at the University of
Wisconsin Oshkosh Triangular.
Both men’s and women’s teams
took third with 52 and 50 points
while Oshkosh won the competition with the men scoring 143
points and the women scoring
150.
Leading into the meet, the
Vikings looked to create some
momentum that would drive the
team through the indoor season.
“Our team goals for the meet were
to focus on the controllables,” said
sophomore distance runner Max
Edwards. “Everybody needed to
put their best foot forward in their
event and in each lap, jump, and
throw.”
Strong performances and
big personal records early on are
what creates the fire of motivation
in these athletes as they train in
these harsh Wisconsin conditions.

The Vikings got exactly that
in several breakout performances, one being freshman Ethan
Gniot’s third-place finish in the
mile against an extremely talented
Oshkosh squad. Although it was
not a first-place finish, Gniot’s
time of 4:25 is the 30th fastest
time in the country and is easily
the best mile time in the Midwest
Conference.
Other men’s team performances of note were Edwards’s
second-place finish in the 3,000
meters with a time of 9:23 and
hurdle specialist JP Ranumas’s
first-place victory in the 60 meter
hurdles with a time of 8.69.
The women also put forth
strong performances against formidable Oshkosh competitors. In
a very impressive showing, freshman Noelle Hele was able to edge
out Oshkosh’s Michelle Draxler by
less than one tenth of a second
to take second-place in the mile.
Freshman Erin Schrobilgen and
junior Clare Bruning took second
and third in the 3,000 meter in
respective times of 10:50 and
11:20.
Moving ahead, the Vikings

look to continue their training and
building their fitness. Training
in the harsh cold that most
Lawrentians can’t stand to be in
for more than ten minutes at a time
is all part of the life of a Lawrence
track and field athlete. The team’s
workouts are all built to maximize performance at the Midwest
Conference Championships at the
end of February.
“We will continue focusing on
maintaining a high level of focus
and intensity during our practices
to make sure we are completing
what we need to in a very intentional way,” Edwards explained.
“Working hard to do the little
things right throughout the day
like hydrating, not skipping meals,
and making time to take care of
ourselves and our schoolwork to
make sure that we are physically
ready to go.”
The Vikings look forward to
continuing to make improvements
at their next meet this Saturday,
Jan. 24 at the University of
Wisconsin Stout Warren Bowlus
Invitational.

The Women’s Swimming & Diving team dominated against the Illinois Institue of
Technology, winning 138-74.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

“A tale of two halves” would be a fitting narrative for the
men’s basketball team this season. The Vikings are midway
through their conference schedule and have struggled much more
in the second half of games than in the first.
With a lot more basketball to be played, however, players are
not dwelling on the past. “We need to do a better job of playing all
40 minutes consistently and to keep attacking even when we are
winning,” says sophomore forward Connor Weas. “It has hurt us a
lot this season and is something we plan on getting better at the
second half of conference play.”
Saturday’s home loss to Cornell College is one example to
learn from. Lawrence went into the locker room at half with a
40-29 lead after shooting 60 percent from the field.
The teams proceeded to trade baskets for the first eight minutes of the second half, but then Cornell ramped up the aggressiveness. The Rams got to the free throw line at will and smothered
Lawrence defensively. Cornell outscored Lawrence 43-21 in the
half, won the rebound battle and ultimately the game, 72-61.
As mentioned last week, Lawrence will need to overcome
their lack of size moving forward. “We know that we are not the
biggest team in the league and we need to make up for that by
forcing them to take tough shots and boxing out on defense,” comments Weas.
Senior guard Ryan DePouw is optimistic his team will make
the necessary changes. “We are clearly doing something right that
allows us to possess the leads that we’ve been having later on in
games, and just have to try and channel some focus to execute the
game plan when things get tough down the stretch,” DePouw adds.
As the senior leader states, there are positives to take away
from the season thus far. The Vikings have held second half leads
in most contests, remained relatively healthy and given Midwest
Conference top dogs a run for their money.
Playing with three new starters this season has been a work
in progress, but Lawrence’s most successful athletic team over the
past decade is confident in their ability to close out games.
DePouw and Weas say defense and rebounding have been the
main focus during recent practices. Coach DePagter knows that
succeeding in these two facets will be the difference maker down
the stretch.
Lawrence traveled to Ripon on Wednesday, Jan. 21 and will
play on the road against Knox on Saturday, Jan. 24 at 3 p.m.
“Ripon has some outstanding guard play and for us to win we
are going to have to do a solid job at limiting their effectiveness,”
comments DePouw. Weas adds, “Knox is not the best shooting
team, so if we force them to shoot from the outside we can give
them a lot of trouble.”
Two road wins would go a long way toward restoring the success we have come to associate with Lawrence basketball. Let us
see what the second half brings.
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Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Ethan Gniot: Indoor Track & Field
This week I sat down with freshman Track & Field runner Ethan Gniot
to talk about competing in his first collegiate track meet. On January
17th, Gnoit participated in the UW-Oshkosh Invitational and posted the
30th-fastest mile time in the nation, finishing in 4:25.49 and beating
his personal best by almost 20 seconds. Gniot was named the Midwest
Conference Performer of the Week.
Gabe Chapman: So take us through the meet and your race a little
bit, what was going through your head?
Ethan Gniot: Well, first collegiate meet, kind of a nerve-racking experience. I usually get pretty worked up before races. But for the race
I knew there was going to be some tougher competition from the
Oshkosh guys, I just figured that I would try to hold on to their top
two guys for as long as possible, and eventually they pulled away from
me, but as I was running I started hearing my coach on the sidelines
getting really excited and yelling “School record!” At that point I was
a little confused and started wondering if he was still talking to me.
This being my first college race and all I had no expectations of making such a large jump in my time. But when I finished I realized, wow,
that’s a very good time for me.
GC: Do you usually run the mile?
EG: No, I usually run the 800 and 400, along with a couple relays.

GC: When you were running the race did you think about anything differently or prepare differently, since this isn’t your typical event?
EG: My build up for the race was the same as what I usually do for
the 800. I always get really nervous beforehand and it helps to just
put on some music and visualize the race over and over, almost like
I’m watching a movie of me running the race like I want to run it, and
the outcome being the way I want it. So on the bus ride to the meet
and before my race I was just doing that, visualizing running up front
with the other guys, making the right moves and the right time, and I
think that really helps getting in the mindset of what I want to do in
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the moment during the race.

GC: How long have you been running track?
EG: Freshman year of high school. I went from doing no athletic
activities whatsoever to running a lot of miles every week. Not fun at
first, but you get used to it, and now I love doing it.
GC: And now you have one of the best times in the conference.
EG: Yeah, haha. Running has been such a big thing for me ever since I
started, and being with the team has really changed me as a person.

GC: How has the switch from high school track and field to college
been for you?
EG: I was close with my high school team, but I’m so much closer to
my LU teammates because we’re around each other so much of the
time, and I think its awesome having this close group of people who
are the reason I know I made the right choice coming to Lawrence.
GC: Are there any personal or team goals that you’ve set for yourself this year?
EG: Everyone has their own specific events, so everyone has individual goals for how they want to perform, but I don’t think we’ve set
out a large team goal at this point. Personally, I would like to run a
low 1:50 for my 800, which would beat my best time of 1:53, and I’m
planning on hopefully making a splash at conference. Maybe advancing to something a little farther into the postseason.

GC: Sounds great. Do you think you’ll get to run the mile at all?
EG: We’ll see, cause I’m still learning how the collegiate level meets
run, but with my time I don’t actually have to run the mile again until
conference, because I’m technically qualified at this point, so as long
as 10 or 12 people don’t run faster than me. But I could see coach
maybe putting me in a couple more times to see if I can get that time
down a little more and get the record. But we’ll see, it’s a whole new
experience being at the collegiate level, and I’m really enjoying it.

Weekend Events
Knox

Lawrence

St. Scholastica
Where:
St. Scholastica
College

When:
Saturday, Jan 24
3 p.m.

When:
Friday, Jan 23
7 p.m.

Devin Ditto
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Every week, I sit down with one
freshman athlete to discuss their
experiences in collegiate sports.
This week, I spoke to Kendra
Thomas from the Track & Field
Team.
Where are you from? What
drew you to Lawrence?
Bellingham, Washington. The
academic atmosphere and the fact
that I could play both Volleyball
and track and field.
How old were you when you
started track and field?

I was in 7th grade.

What sparked that initial interest in the sport?
I stopped playing soccer and
everybody thought I was fast so I
figured I would do track.

How has the transition been
going from doing track and field
on the high school level to competing on the collegiate level?
There is more individual focus and you have to work
harder on your own, rather than
constantly asking your coach for
assistance.
What do you feel like you have

HOCKEY
TEAM		
Adrian		
St. Norbert		
Lake Forest		
St. Scholastica		
Lawrence		
MSOE		
Concordia		
Finlandia		
Marian		
Northland		

OVR
9-0-1
9-0-1
7-2-1
5-4-1
5-5-0
5-5-0
2-8-0
2-8-0
2-8-0
2-8-0

Lawrence

Where:
Knox College

Freshman Sportlight

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
St. Norbert
9-0
12-2
Carroll
8-1
11-3
Illinois
6-3
9-5
Cornell
6-4
8-7
Monmouth
5-5
6-9
Lake Forest
5-5
5-9
Grinnell
4-5
6-8
Knox
4-5
6-8
Beloit
4-6
5-10
Ripon
1-9
1-14
Lawrence
0-9
0-13

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
Jan. 21, 2015

Men’s Hockey

Men’s Basketball

MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
St. Norbert
9-0
13-1
Monmouth
9-11
2-3
Ripon
7-3
10-5
Carroll
5-4
8-6
Grinnell
5-4
7-7
Lake Forest
5-5
6-8
Beloit
4-6
5-10
Lawrence
3-6
5-9
Cornell
3-7
4-11
Knox
2-7
4-10
Illinois
0-9
1-13

Indoor Track & Field
brought to the team so far and
what do you hope to continue
to bring?
I’ve always enjoyed the
relays, so I hope to help create a
well-rounded relay team. I have
always been very supportive in
helping my teammates in being
the best that they can be, and I
hope to continue to learn how to
support them.

You’re a two sport athlete, how
has going from playing volleyball to track and field been?
In volleyball, if I make a bad
pass, the setter can still recover
the play, whereas with track, if I
have a bad time that comes down

on me there is nobody to recover
for me.

What has your role in athletics
taught you about being academically successful?
While I’m in season, it keeps
me on track with my assignments.
So it has taught me to be more
responsible with my time and
keep me on a schedule.

What is a random fact about
yourself?
When I was little, I had
straight hair.

BY THE
NUMB3RS

30
Ethan Gniot’s
national ranking
for his mile-time,
which clocked in at
4:25.49.
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Candlelight vigil held for victims of violence in Pakistan
Ollin Garcia Pliego
Staff Writer

______________________________

National and international media ,
including The New York Times and The
BBC News reported that on Dec. 16, 2014,
nine men from the terrorist group Tehriki-Taliban Pakistan brutally massacred 145
people, including 132 school children at an
Army Public school in the city of Peshawar,
Pakistan. According to these sources, the
terrorist attack was a response to Pakistani
government’s attempt to combat and eradicate the terrorist group from the country.
In response to the one month anniversary of this atrocity, protests have taken
place around the world, and one came to
Lawrence University on Friday, Jan. 16,
2015, when junior Amaan Naseer Khan,
from Lahore, Pakistan, led an event called
“Vigil in memory of Peshawar attack and
against terrorism” to promote awareness of
the political and social situation in Pakistan
as well as to demonstrate solidarity with
the people of his country.
A few moments after 6 p.m., more
than a dozen students gathered in the Esch
Hurvis Room to participate in the vigil
and were given a lit candle as a symbol of
remembrance for the students slain over a
month ago in Peshawar.
Khan gave a short presentation about
the terrorist attack and the social reaction
both in Pakistan and across the world. Next,

Students pay their respects for the victims of violence in Pakistan.
Photo by Billy Liu

the students who attended had the option
of donating money and writing a letter to
the students in Peshawar, an action meant
to show support for the victims.
“This establishes a connection with
the students of Pakistan; students from
Lawrence University… are sending cards
to Peshawar… That’s the expression of solidarity with them,” said Khan. Moreover, he
thinks that the vigil is an opportunity to
promote a more accurate image of Pakistan
because “[it] is not procreated in regular

media as much as it should be, which is that
Pakistanis are victims of terrorism,” he said.
Pakistanis are without a doubt making
noise against extremism. “[The activists
and people] began this vigil and protest
around the world… in Pakistan, Europe,
the Middle East, United States, including
Appleton now,” said Khan.
The protests started in Pakistan and
Khan explains that “the activists in Pakistan
led by… Jibran Nasir… started this movement called ‘Never Forget Pakistan,’” and

ultimate team while studying in Pune, India.
“I went to tournaments and got to see
certain places [I] otherwise wouldn’t have
seen,” explained Marquardt. “[I] just got a
whole different feel of what our generation
is like in India right now.”
Junior Sarah Bonoff loved the city of
Berlin, especially because of its pedestrianfriendly vibe. “I would usually walk everywhere if I had the opportunity” said Bonoff
on her favorite part of studying abroad. “I
could be walking through the very heart of
Berlin by some of the biggest landmarks,
and I was completely alone.”
Junior Sarah Loepfe got to travel while
spending time in Granada, Spain. “My
favorite city in Spain that I visited was
Sevilla,” said Loepfe. “It was a great combination of the old European feel mixed with
modern buildings.”

Although Bonoff took double the
coursework than at Lawrence, she still was
able to explore the city. “The professors also
recognize that we’re not just there to study
and be in a classroom,” said Bonoff. “We’re
there to really experience the culture.”
In Jordan, Pipkin had a similar experience with her professors. “The professors
there are very much aware that you are in
Jordan to be in Jordan, she explained. “So
the expectations are a little different and
modified. It was about going out into the
city and experiencing it.”
While in Pune, Marquardt was sick a
lot and was amazed by her host parents.
“They always cared for me,” she explained,
“I was like a daughter to them.”
Pipkin stayed with a host family and
was surprised by the similarities with her
own family. She said, “Well they watch a lot

in order to prevent injury.
Pickett, who has been participating in
roller derby since 2012, has only sustained
two injuries severe enough to keep her off
of skates. Both instances arose from accidents and neither kept her away for more
than a few weeks.
While roller derby has been depicted as a violent game, it is actually highly
regulated. “You can’t just punch someone,”
Pickett said. The sport is not about hurting others, but supporting the team and
athleticism. Games are highly regulated by
five officials on skates and more watching
closely from the sidelines.
Some leagues place more emphasis
on showmanship and a certain aesthetic,
but the Paper Valley Roller Girls and the
league they play in emphasize athleticism.
“Some of us have tattoos and dye our hair,”
Pickett said, “but the focus is much more on
athleticism.”
Roller derby is a very active and
engaging sport and, thanks to roller derby,
Pickett says that she “has never been in
better shape.” Skating provides “good core
exercise” because skaters are constantly
moving.
Pickett highly encourages Lawrence
students to at least check out roller derby

and give it a try. “I did
this on a whim,” she
said, “and now I’m an
All-Star and president
of the league.” She also
finds the sport to be
“empowering” and “a
good team sport…if
you want to be a part of
something bigger.”
The team caters
to newcomers with a
new skater coordinator dedicated to helping
new skaters get their
bearings and introducing them to roller
derby. There is plenty of
equipment available, so
monetary commitment
at the start is not a concern. “We will teach
you everything you need to know,” said
Pickett, who had not been on skates for
years before joining.
If you’re interested in seeing what roller derby is like, you can attend a practice.
For those interested in becoming part of
the team, you must attend at least 50% of
practices to be considered an active skater.
Practices are Tuesdays and Thursdays at

its purpose is to ensure that the massacre
remains alive in public imagination.
Additionally, Khan points out that
there needs to be a collective effort in
the United States so that people are more
informed about the political situation in
Pakistan. “There is miscommunication and
the media, I think even the population in
general, does [sic] not make as much [of a
commitment and effort] to know what is
actually happening,” he said.
The vigil took place in an environment of peace and harmony, and the students showed their support with silent and
respectful presence. Freshman Nauman
Naseer Khan, also from Lahore, Pakistan,
explains the meaning of the candle light
vigil.
“[It] was supposed to show solidarity
for the families affected by the attack in
Peshawar… what’s important is that 10,000
miles away from Peshawar, from those families, [there are people here] showing solidarity towards the children who were killed
in the attack…the whole world is with those
families in this difficult time.”
Cumulatively, protests around the
world can have a big impact on the course
of Pakistan’s political situation and history.
Speaking out against the Taliban might not
be easy for everyone since it implies taking
a risk.
Nauman Khan says, “although we are
much safer than the people in Peshawar…

See page 7

Students reflect on time spent studying abroad Fall Term
Rachel Taber
Staff Writer

______________________________

Last term, Lawrence students studied
abroad all over the world in order to experience different cultures and explore new
things. Through learning new languages
and meeting new people, students abroad
gained a new perspective of the world.
Junior Lucy Pipkin visited Dana Nature
Reserve while staying in Amman, Jordan.
While hiking and camping with her roommate she got to meet families from Germany,
Italy, Jordan, and France. “Because of that
experience,” said Pipkin, “we had another
group of friends outside of just hanging out
with Americans the whole time”
Junior Tahnee Marquardt joined a local

of Arab idol and TV and it was like ‘oh well
it sounds like our family.’”
Studying abroad is an experience
many students might be wary of, however
Bonoff feels everyone should take advantage of these opportunities. “I think studying abroad is the best experience I’ve ever
had,” explained Bonoff. “It makes you more
independent and it shows you more of
the world that you wouldn’t have had the
chance to see. It tells you a lot about yourself when you’re put in such a strange
context, and I think it’s a good journey of
self-discovery.”
“Being able to live in a culture while
learning about it was really cool,” explained
Loepfe, “and being able to feel less like a
tourist and more like I belonged there was
a once in a lifetime opportunity.”

Professor Pickett dominates the rink in roller derby
Nalee Praseutsack
Staff Writer

______________________________

Megan Pickett, Associate Professor of
Physics, is currently seeking new recruits
for the Paper Valley Roller Girls, a local
roller derby team. She strongly encourages
Lawrence students to give roller derby a
try based on her positive experiences with
the sport.
Roller derby is a contact sport in which
two teams of five women attempt to have
their jammer—or point scorer—lap other
skaters to earn points, while simultaneously blocking the opposing jammer and
blockers. The games are divided into thirtyminute halves composed of “jams” that last
approximately two minutes.
Injuries are a constant possibility in
roller derby. “We all get hurt and bruised,
because it’s a contact sport,” Pickett said.
There are extensive precautions taken to
prevent such injuries. Skaters must wear
“quite a bit of safety equipment,” said
Pickett, such as elbow and knee-pads, helmets and mouth guards, among other protective gear. The proper ways to fall are
some of the first things skaters are taught

Professor Pickett on the roller rink
Photo courtesy of Megan Pickett

7:15 p.m. at Skaters Edge in Appleton and
on Sundays at 6:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Roller
Rink in Green Bay.
While there are currently no Lawrence
students on the team, Pickett did mention
the possibility of setting up a car pool in
Appleton to help current students get to
practices.
The Paper Valley Roller Girls have a

See page 11
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Students explore and immerse in languages at Björklunden
Anh Ta

Staff Writer

______________________________________________

Last Friday, Jan. 16, French, German,
Japanese and Russian speakers of Lawrence
embarked on an exciting language immersion weekend at Björklunden. Over the
course of two days, Lawrentians participated in various learning and bonding
activities with their respective language
groups while enjoying a scenic, snow-covered Björklunden.
As soon as the students arrived, pledges to speak only the designated language
were handed out, along with name tags
identifying each student with the language
they are learning. Excitement and anxiety
were palpable; exclusively using a foreign
language for two days was a fun but challenging task.
“It challenges you to use your language
in a realistic setting and you are forced not

to speak English,” sophomore and French
speaker Cathryn Wood remarked. “[This]
makes you think and experience what it
would be like to live in a non-English speaking country.”
Apart from conversational topics, students were encouraged to put both their
language and critical reasoning skills to use
through a series of film and current affairs
discussions. For the French language group,
they explored the complexity of the immigration issues in France through the movie
“Le Harve” and delved into the discourse
of the recent Charlie Hebdo shooting and
related events.
For many foreign language learners,
verbal communication capability comes
after reading and writing competency. With
a great emphasis on verbal communication and expression of the languages, the
immersion trip aided many in this most difficult area.This opportunity allowed them
to focus on their speaking and listening

skills and boosted their confidence.
Other than scheduled activities, students also had the free time to roam around
and enjoy the snow-covered trails into the
woods while bonding with one another
through conversations, building a snowman Totoro or walking on the frozen shores
of Lake Michigan.
To many participants, the chance to get
to know other students studying the same
language is crucial and exciting.
“It is really cool getting to know other
people in the program because I think there
has not been any opportunity to meet with
other French speakers at Lawrence,” said
sophomore and French major Torrey Smith.
Sharing the same sentiment, sophomore and Russian major Daisy Forrester
appreciated being able to help first-year
Russian learners who might be overwhelmed by their participation in the
immersion weekend.
“It is nice to get to know the first-years

better and help them if they have any questions,” said Forrester. “Also, we can let them
know that if they are having a difficult time
[learning Russian], we also had bad times,
so it is not so scary.”
The lack of communication in English,
a common language, does not hinder the
different groups from exploring one another’s cultures. The international party on
Saturday night allowed glimpses into all
four cultures through each group’s performances of skits, dances and songs.
“[It] was awesome because you got a
taste of what other cultures are like, which
is especially important today with globalization,” Smith commented.
Overall, the language immersion
weekend is a unique Lawrence experience.
Students gain not only language skills, but
also new confidence, cultural appreciation
and new friendships.

First Leaders of Lawrence event unites campus leaders
Abedin Rafique
Photo Editor

______________________________________________

On the eve of Lawrence’s 168th
Founders’ Day on January 15th, over 60
student leaders from across campus gathered at the Pusey room for the first ever
Leaders of Lawrence Reception. The guests
included presidents of student organizations, members of the LUCC cabinet and
class representatives, captains of athletic
teams and ensemble leaders from the conservatory. The event was sponsored by
LUCC and organized by special projects
manager, senior Elena Stabile.
A similar event was organized in the
spring of 2014 on a smaller scale in conjunction with the Committee on Diversity
Affairs, or CODA, in the diversity center,
and the success of the program encouraged
Stabile to expand it to a wider audience.
“I believe strongly that ideas get
going and progress is made when we get
people talking to each other,” said Stabile.
Discussions with other cabinet and committee members helped her refine this idea,
ultimately leading to an event where she
hoped people would be “making one-onone relationships so that they feel comfortable sharing their own ideas and what
they’re doing with each other.”

One of the goals of this event was to set
the stage for future collaboration between
clubs and organizations. Recognizing the
work of student leaders on behalf of LUCC
was also an objective of the event.
“I think if they go in feeling that their
work is appreciated they’ll feel more impetus to put more work into it,” added Stabile.
The mostly casual event had some hors
d’oeuvres catered by Bon Appetit, a set of
‘prompts’ placed around the room to guide
conversations, and a keynote address by
Polly Dalton ’14, who serves on Appleton’s
city council as an alderperson for the eighth
district. Her address to students covered
issues of over-involvement, the importance
of prioritization, and focus on continuous
leadership development. While it’s absolutely necessary for college students to
be involved and develop their skills, it is
also important to trust your peers and
their abilities so that you can step back at
times to let them lead. This, she suggested,
creates new generations of leaders and
reduces stress on an individual; at the same
time, collaboration and team work increase
knowledge about available resources and
connections.
“The best part for me was being able to
put faces to organizations…I was honored
that so many people approached me about

collaborations,” said senior Peter Raffel.
“Leaders of Lawrence is a concrete way
of making connections happen, which can
lead to creative events by bringing together
two areas of interest.”
Stabile said she was happy with the
initial turnout, and she will be following up

with the attendees about its effectiveness
and possible modifications in the coming
weeks.
“Working on our attitudes and activities during the entire year will make future
events much more successful,” she said.

would make it easier to implement more
effective communications strategies.
The study revealed that parents and
students wanted a school that provided a
challenging academic experience, a welcoming and supportive community, and
preparation for success in a rapidly changing world.
Based on this information, the Office of
Communications created a three-pronged
messaging strategy based on the theme of
“Engaged Learning,” which they believed
conveyed Lawrence’s core values better
than the previous slogan “Individualized
Learning.”
“We moved from [individualized learning] because it was confusing: a lot of people couldn’t define what [it] was,” Gagnon
said. He explained that the slogan “Engaged
Learning” better captured Lawrence’s commitment to collaborative learning and its
involvement in the Appleton community.
The study also identified what Gagnon
called a “stumbling block”: potential applicants and their parents were concerned

about Lawrence’s location. “For some, it’s
too close, and for others it’s too far,” Gagnon
explained.
“We realized it’s a communication
problem,” said Gagnon. He stressed the
importance of providing more information about what Appleton has to offer and
emphasizing current students’ volunteer
efforts on Lawrence’s website. “More than
50% of students actually volunteer in the
community,” Gagnon stated.
When asked his thoughts about the
best way to communicate to potential students and their parents, Gagnon asserted
that “what works best is integration.” As
part of an integrated approach, the Office
of Communications staff regularly participates in activities on campus and holds
meetings once a month with department
heads to keep each other up-to-date.
Getting Lawrence’s message across
to students and parents involves more
than creating catchy slogans and providing more informative material. The Office
of Admissions also plays a crucial role in

recruiting applicants through its direct contact with students and parents.
The Director of the Office of Admissions,
Mary Beth Petrie, explained the importance
of cultivating relationships with high school
counselors and noted that “the admissions
office continues to reach out to develop
additional relationships by visiting high
schools, attending and presenting and conferences, and hosting groups on campus.”
Petrie also mentioned that starting this
year the admissions offices was initiating
“new [efforts] to connect alumni to applicants for an alumni interview. So far, we
have over 100 trained alumni volunteers.
They are helping us to connect with more
students than those that we already interview regionally, in office, by phone and by
Skype.”
By launching the new slogan “Engaged
Learning” and working harder to connect
prospective students with alumni, along
with encouraging collaboration between
departments, Lawrence hopes to attract
more students in the coming years.

who are willing to kill innocent civilians.”
Around the world, social media can play
an important role because it puts pressure
on Pakistan’s government so that they take
more serious measures to protect innocent
civilians.

Although Amaan and Nauman’s hometown, Lahore, is 320 miles away from
Peshawar, they are tremendously concerned about their country, a feeling that
brought them together in the organization
of the vigil in an attempt to promote aware-

ness of Pakistan’s political situation among
the Lawrence community. More than a
month since Peshwar’s massacre, students
demand an end to violence and call for justice and peace.

Students at the Leaders of Lawrence event.
Photo by Tatiyana Jenkins.

Lawrence slogan: from ‘Individualized’ to ‘Engaged’
Ariela Rosa
Staff Writer

______________________________________________

Last year, a record 2,747 students
applied to Lawrence University. Because
Lawrence does little advertising outside of
a local non-profit radio station, the university relies on its reputation as a small and
rigorous institution to attract its applicants.
Recently, Lawrence has taken steps
to improve the communication of its core
message and reputation as a rigorous liberal arts institution in order to attract more
students.
According to Associate Vice President
of Communications Craig Gagnon, the Office
of Communications conducted research
during the Fall 2013 and Winter 2014
terms in order to learn what parents and
students considered the most important
criteria in the college selection process.
Gagnon believed that gathering this
information, as well as discovering what
students and parents believed set Lawrence
University apart from its competitors,

Pakistan vigil
continued from page 6

it is very important for us to overcome
this fear and stand against those people
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Wriston galleries open to display works in diverse fields
Lizzy Weekes

Staff Writer
______________________

On Friday, Jan. 16, five new
exhibitions opened at the Wriston
Art Center. “Wisconsin Wolf
Stories,” featured in the Leech
Gallery, is a collection of projects
created by students in Professor
Jodi Sedlock’s Environmental
Studies Symposium titled Art
and Biodiversity Conservation. In
the Hoffmaster Gallery is Sarah
Gross’s “Continental Drift,” and in
the Kohler Gallery is visiting artist Jason Yi’s exhibit, “Terraform.”
There is also a coin exhibit in the
Quirk Print Study Room called
“Heads Up!: Visualizing the Past
Through Ancient Coins,” and in
the atrium of the Wriston Art
Center is the installation “Untitled
Zip Tie Sky,” which was made corroboratively by Yi LU art students.
The night began at 6 p.m.
with a lecture from Yi. Yi is a
professor at Milwaukee Institute
of Art and Design, and this is his
second stint as a visiting artist
here at Lawrence.
Yi grew up in a traditional Korean home with strict
Confucius guidelines. His family history is evident in his early
photographic and video works. In

fact, his father was a painter; Yi
said he “absorbed a lot of things”
from his father.
Yi has worked all over
the world, and has pieces
in the Madison Museum of
Contemporary Art and photography in China and Japan.
His exhibit at Wriston, collectively named “Terraform,” consists
of six unnamed pieces: a stack
of 40-45 old Lawrence University
chairs held together with zip ties
and red plastic wrap overlaying;
traffic cones on wedges; three
white pegboard panels eluding to
a cloud-like realm; outlines made
of gold and silver Mylar tape

which depict the Athena statues
that flank the Wriston Art Center;
a mixture of angled wood covered
with duct tape; and a tilted ladder
wrapped in red plastic. Many of
his pieces pay tribute to the space
in which he worked, the Wriston
Art Center.
Also on display is Professor
Sarah Gross’s ceramic installation
piece, entitled “Continental Drift.”
The piece pays homage to handcrafted art, with several hundred
hexagonal tiles, about six inches
in diameter and four inches deep,
covering the floor, standing precariously atop wooden pegs. As
the name suggests, the tiles seem

to be separating, as if an onlooker is witnessing the first break
of the landmass Pangea. Gross
was inspired by Islamic architecture and the overall history of
ceramics. Paths made in the negative space between tiles lead to
dead ends where one is forced
to admire the vast mass as one,
contemplating what was then and
what is now.
In the last gallery is a collection of projects made by students
in Professor Jodi Sedlock’s environmental studies symposium.
Highlights include a spinning
lamp that conveys how the repopulation of wolves has restored

ecosystems; a Claymation short
depicting wolf hunters and an
extensive journal full of notes and
drawings.
The coin exhibit displays
the work of students in a D-term
class where they studied ancient
Byzantine coins. The display
offers viewers a look at coinage
in both a historical and aesthetic
manner.
The installation made collaboratively by Yi and LU art students
depicts the sky in a gradient of zip
ties. More detail on the process
and Yi’s thoughts can be found
in the last week’s issue of The
Lawrentian.

Photo by Liz Landes

Album Review

Death Grips releases new album, diverges from expectations
Izzy Yellen
Staff Writer

_______________________

On Sunday, Jan. 4, the
experimental hip-hop group
Death Grips posted a link to
their new album “Fashion Week
(Instrumentals).” However, their
die-hard fans did not see this
coming, as there was no notice
and they were expecting a completely different album, “Jenny
Death,” a follow up to the first
installment of their final album,
“The Powers That B.”
Death Grips has been an
unstable and unpredictable band
throughout their career. They
have suddenly canceled tours
and shows, have released albums
independently after having friction with their record labels and
most recently, broke up over the
summer after a mere four years.
Despite that, they had a successful run, with four albums, one

double album, a mixtape and
various EPs. While their flakiness and sporadic nature may
be off-putting to some, most of
their fans eagerly await the next
release and continue to support
them.
These surprises are nothing new. For past releases, they
have done things like leaking an
album themselves to put their
label in its place and canceling a
whole tour to work on a different
album—but this confused fans
the most. This past summer, they
released the first installment of
“The Powers That B,” breaking up a month later, promising
the second half would still be
released sometime before 2015.
This is the album that fans have
been waiting for, not “Fashion
Week.”
For dedicated fans, their
Facebook page is the most reliable source as there are many
rumors and impersonators all
over the internet. A post in early

October announced that the
album was complete and release
dates would soon follow. Flash
forward to early December—
they post the single “Inanimate
Sensation” and its video from the
upcoming album, “Jenny Death.”
A majority of the comments frustratedly ask where the album is.
Between the release of the single
and “Fashion Week,” there was
no official news.
Despite the fact that Death
Grips promised the album before
the end of 2014, it did not come,
angering many fans. As of now,
there is still no release date, only
adding to Death Grips’ mysterious and bizarre persona. When
“Fashion Week” was released,
fans were confused and didn’t
really know how to react. Death
Grips had provided new music,
but not the album that they had
been expecting and wanting
since June.
When I actually sat down to
listen, I had all this in mind. The

strangest aspect of the album
was the departure of their rapper, Stefan Burnett (better
known as MC Ride). The lack
of his fierce vocals changed the
overall sound of the group greatly. It became a little less intense
and more electronic sounding,
with greater attention to form
and composition.
In all their other releases,
the group consists of MC Ride,
music director and drummer
Zach Hill and producer Andy
“Flatlander” Morin. Without
Burnett’s dense and abrasive
vocals, the listener can focus on
the beat-oriented and musical
side of the group.
While this album was still
abrasive by all means due to its
dissonance, busyness and general loudness, it was one of the
easier to listen to albums due
to Burnett’s absence. Without
his vocals, the group loses a lot
of its harshness, crudeness and
tough-minded attitude and they

become more of an ambient
electronic band.
Another entertaining aspect
of the album was that each song
was titled “Runway” followed by
a letter, the first being “J,” the
second being “E” and so on, such
that it spells “JENNY DEATH
WHEN,” adding to the group’s
strange, cheeky personality.
While this wasn’t the album I
was expecting, I was definitely
a happy fan to hear it, but I look
forward to “Jenny Death” sometime soon, if ever.
While I did my best to cover
at least some of the strangeness
of Death Grips, there is no way
to cover it all or translate their
music with written words. They
are an acquired taste for sure,
but if this article piqued your
interest at all, I highly suggest
giving them a try.

Dobet Gnahoré shares emotion, expression with audience
Anastasia Skliarova
Staff Writer

__________________________

The excitement was palpable
in the Stansbury Theatre at 8 p.m.
on Wednesday, Jan. 14 in anticipation of the evening’s performance.
This was the second concert in
Lawrence University’s 20142015 World Music Series and, as
promised, we got a show that was
unlike any I have ever seen before.
Dobet Gnahoré, the Grammy
Award-winning singer, dancer
and percussionist from the Ivory
Coast, and her superbly talented
band delivered.
Even after the official starting time of the concert, audi-

ence members continued to
trickle in and navigate the aisles
to find the few remaining seats,
thrilled to have made it before
the show commenced. The last
minute maneuvering was worth
it, because the concert—start to
finish—was absolutely fantastic.
The stage was set with a lot
of equipment, but the majority of
it was covered in colorful swaths
of fabric that featured traditional
West African patterns. The lighting had blue undertones, which
also added to the cool ambiance
on stage that night.
The first person to hit the
stage was drummer Mike Dibo,
who smiled and called back to a
happy audience member who hol-

lered the second Dibo sat behind
the drums. Gnahoré followed
Dibo, who was followed by guitarist and backing vocalist Colin
Laroche de Féline. Last to take
the stage was bass player Clive
Govinden, whose solo in the second half of the concert garnered
him especially hearty applause.
It was clear from the get-go
that this group of musicians was
extremely comfortable playing
with one another. Their matched
talents allowed them to take musical risks with one another. The
sharing of solos was done with
great ease, and Gnahoré swapped
instruments with some of her
band members. The concert kept
us on our toes, which made it even

more exciting to watch.
Gnahoré’s voice was beyond
powerful. Her range was massive,
her dynamic shifts were sensitive
and the fullness of her tone left
audience members awestruck. I
sat behind Brian Pertl, dean of the
Conservatory, and it was exciting
to see him nod at moments of
particular intensity, as if in agreement with her presence, and look
incredulous whenever Gnahoré
effortlessly employed a challenging vocal technique.
The topics of her songs ran
the gamut from impossible love to
perseverance, from political lies
to a mother’s concern. Many of
her songs focused on friendship,
and in between songs, Gnahoré

constantly reminded the audience
that her goal was to share her
spirit, love and energy with us.
I was sitting in the back of the
venue, and even from a distance,
I was impressed by how much
she emoted. Many in the audience
were moved.
The word “charismatic”
almost doesn’t do her justice;
her performance would be better characterized by underscoring
her infinite enthusiasm, beauty,
confidence, control and bliss. Her
vibe is utterly unique and even
after two hours of a demanding
performance, Gnahoré looked as
though she could have performed

See page 12
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MAX
SPOTLIGHT SIMMONS
THE

ARTIST

Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

_____________________

Max Simmons ‘16 is a guy
who admires the pursuit of passion over profit, and he pursues
his passions with a fervency. His
academic goals alone show this;
he majors in double bass performance and East Asian studies with minors in Japanese and
teaching ESL. Beyond this he has
an impressive list of extracurriculars. He performs in LSO,
concert choir, and the baroque
ensemble, has been an RLA for
three years, is president of the
Anime Club, a regular member
of LUMOS, a tutor and a custodian, not to mention the various
other activities and organiza-

Interfraternity
continued from page 2

most of the fraternities already
voted on new associates and
pledges … Because of the long
winter break I don’t think it would
be ideal to have the session first
term [either].”

tions he dabbles in. Yet despite
his hectic schedule, Simmons
knows what he wants to do here.
“Be real with yourself about
why you’re here,” he explained
by way of advice. “Focus on what
you want to get out of the college experience.”
Simmons’ musical interests
have been with him since he
was a child, when he was always
the loudest one singing in choir.
He picked up the double bass
in middle school in order to do
the exact opposite of his older
brother, who started playing
violin. As fate would have it, he
hasn’t stopped playing the bass
since.
Simmons grew up watching shows like Dragonball and
Sailor Moon. His early interest
Junior Forrest Jackson of Beta
Theta Pi also had mixed feelings
about the new system, stating
“The best part about this new bidding process is that it gives more
time for students to consider their
bid … but as for the event itself
this year ... it wasn’t the best.”
Davis explained that the
Interfraternity Council has been

DOWNTOWN

in Japanese pop culture spurred
his interest in East Asian studies.
He began to question the context of these shows and started
researching the cultural references. It became an important
part of his persona and something that he wished to pursue
academically.
Since coming to Lawrence
these interests have developed.
In the realm of bass performance, Simmons became fascinated with baroque music. A
movement based in the dance
and court culture of eighteenth
century France, baroque brings
to mind images of elegance,
grace and powdered wigs. The
music is not immediately complex, but harbors intricacies
under the surface.
experimenting with more involvement in the organization of Greek
life on campus. “This year, we conducted the meeting as a sort of
trial, as IFC has done with a lot
of other policy changes this year.
I’d personally say the idea was a
success, and conducting that info
session earlier, say the fall rather
than the week of rush week, will

APPLETON

“In baroque music it’s very
rare that you play what’s exactly
on the page,” said Simmons. “The
composers will often leave a lot
for the performer to improv.”
He also admires the teamwork aspect of being in a
baroque ensemble. The ensemble is less about the individual
instruments and more about the
group performing together; it is
a very powerful and meaningful
experience for those involved.
Simmons’ interest in
Japanese pop culture has never
wavered, and his research has
expanded into history. He now
enjoys researching Japanese culture when it first began to interact with American culture in the
nineteenth century. He is also
impressively dedicated to learnbe more effective.”
“Of course, not everybody
agrees with IFC’s decision to take
on a more active role in the pledge
process, especially because each
chapter is so incredibly unique.
Nobody denies that each fraternity has vastly different cultural
values, customs, and goals,” Davis
continued. “Personally, I don’t see

D O W N T O W N

ing Japanese and can speak and
understand the language reasonably well after almost four
years of college study.
The future is largely up in
the air for Simmons, who still
has one more year before completing his double degree. He
has various ideas, one of which
is teaching English in Japan for a
period of time.
You can see Simmons perform with the baroque ensemble in their side-by-side concert
with the Flying Forms, a professional baroque ensemble based
in the Twin Cities. It will be on
Sunday, Jan. 25 at 6 p.m. in the
Esch-Hurvis Studio in Warch.

that as a barrier. In fact, the cultural differences in each chapter
makes for a much more interesting and dynamic community than
some Greek rows you’d see at
a big state school. Thus, chapters can reasonably expect to see
IFC taking on a larger role in the
affairs of the Greek community as
a whole in the future.”

Now
YearRound

C O O L

INSIDE
CITY CENTER PLAZA
EVERY
SATURDAY
MORNING

NOVEMBER 1- MAY 30, 2015
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

OUTSIDE

JUNE - OCTOBER
Nearby parking ramps feature
meters or $2 all day
WIC & EBT Cards Accepted

Appleton Downtown
Downtown Appleton Farm Market

appletondowntown.org

@DowntownCool
@dwtnappleton #farmmarket

THIS EVENT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR SPONSORS
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The delicate politics
of over-sensitivity

STAFF EDITORIAL
Devoted, critical action

Aubrey Klein
Staff Writer

________________________

In the past week, the Lawrence community has witnessed several inspiring displays of activism.
Last Friday, a substantial number of students gathered for a vigil remembering the victims of the school
attack in Peshawar. This was followed on Sunday by a movie screening and discussion by Students for
Justice in Palestine. Most recently, Black Student Union (BSU) organized a profound demonstration and
Die-In at the Warch Campus Center.
The Die-In represented a quantum leap in reinvigorating activism at Lawrence. Members of BSU
captured the attention of students in what we hope will be a lasting and impactful way and delivered a
vital message. Other Lawrentians gathered around the site of the Die-In; most stood silently in respect.
This event is representative of the kind of activism we need.
The Die-In garnered a great deal of student attention, but active demonstrations like it are far too
rare of occurrences on our campus. This space was occupied last week by a plea to Lawrentians to commit themselves to increased awareness by using the tools afforded to them by a Lawrence education. The
activities of this past week are demonstrative examples of how we, as Lawrentians, can come together
as a community of activists.
This paper has discussed ad nauseum the fact that we should engage actively in our community,
but the efforts put forth by BSU this week have proven that we have the ability and resources to effectively deploy ourselves as engaged citizens. We hope that the realization of this possibility will inspire a
greater amount of active participation. However, along with respectful discourse, true participation to a
cause requires devoted, critical action.

At the awards, focus on actress’ achievements
Margaret Johnson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The Oscars, the American
Music Awards, the Grammy
Awards and, most recently, the
Golden Globes have long harbored a focus on the glamorous
Hollywood
lifestyle—specifically marketing the discussion of
expensive designer gowns and
jewelry on the red carpet as the
primary focus of the evening.
Famous actresses, singers
and models are panned by the
camera head-to-toe, allowing
viewers to scrutinize the women’s
appearances. Viewers are familiar
with red carpet questions such
as “Who are you wearing?” or
“How do you stay in shape?” when
female entertainers are interviewed.
Questions of the female
entertainers’ performances and
abilities are not often the media’s
priorities. The media has transformed these award competitions
that were once aimed to showcase talent and award the creative efforts of Hollywood’s finest
women into an event that places a
special importance on attractiveness and materialism. The competition is no longer just about winning the title of “Best Actress” but
rather being awarded the honor of
“Best Dressed.”
The #AskHerMore Twitter
campaign,
begun
by
the
Representation Project, focuses on turning the conversation
around to ask questions regarding
the women’s careers and accomplishments rather than inquire
about superficial things such as
appearances.
The movement

first emerged on Twitter during
the Golden Globes. Users tweeted questions for certain female
entertainers like, “How did you
research and prepare for your
role?” and “What females inspire
you?”
Scarlett Johansson recently
drew attention to the difference
in questions that men and women
in the entertainment industry
are asked. During a press conference before the release of “The
Avengers” a few years ago, her costar Robert Downey, Jr. was asked
to explain the learning experience
of playing his role. Johansson, on
the other hand, was asked to give
details on how she got into shape
and dieted to play the role of the
Black Widow. Johansson quiped
to Downey, “How come you get
the really interesting existential
question, and I get the like, rabbit
food question?”
At the 2015 Golden Globes,
Cate Blanchett addressed the
issue of female objectification on
the red carpet when, having been
panned head-to-toe by the camera, she directly asked the cameraman, “Do you do that to the
guys?”
Blanchett’s remark epitomizes the issue of the treatment
of women in the entertainment
industry and, to even a broader degree, of career women as a
whole. In the case of Hollywood
and the entertainment industry,
women are often remembered
and valued to an equal or greater
extent for what they wore than
what they achieved professionally.
The issue of gender inequality in the workplace is no secret
to any working woman in the
United States. However, it may be

surprising that, even in the most
affluent and glamorous of professions, this inequality is still prominent and rather explicit. Because
of the highly publicized nature
of the entertainment industry,
Hollywood’s leading women are
exactly the right people to take
on the responsibility of rebuking
the media’s exploitation of women
for their fashion sense and body
image.
The media’s unhealthy focus
on body image and fashion creates
the potential for female celebrities to use their status to address
the issue of female objectification. Rather than allowing for the
superficial inquires and senseless
talk of clothing and dieting, the
women put in these highly powerful positions need to work to
transform popular culture and
society as a whole. By generating
a conversation about the objectification of females in the entertainment industry, discussions of
the same nature will be sparked
across all professional industries.
The Women’s Media Center
issued a report last year addressing inequalities between the sexes
in the entertainment industry.
Among other statistics, the report
claimed that, of the 100 top-grossing movies, only 6% of those movies were casted equally in regard
to gender. Further, in regard to
the top-grossing movies in the
country, women represented less
than 30% of speaking roles. And
lastly, of 250 top-grossing movies,
only 16% of directors, producers,
writers and editors were female.
The treatment of women on
the red carpet points toward a

See page 11
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I came across this story in
an internet thread the other day
that made me roll my eyes in recognition because it sounded quite
familiar.
To paraphrase, it goes something like this: A male customer at McDonald’s nicely asks a
female employee for ketchup. She
responds with a smile, “Yes sir,
here you go!”
A random woman approaches and says, “You don’t have to call
him sir, he doesn’t own you.” She
then turns to the male customer
and says, “You shouldn’t come
up here expecting that she serve
your every need. She’s not here
for you to take advantage of. Men
like you should stop spreading the
rape culture mindset and making
it worse for women everywhere.”
While this story is an extreme
example, I encounter this type of
thing way more often than one
might think, and I’m sure others
have too. In the name of political
correctness, people over-analyze
every situation and, in their perceived morally superior state,
take it upon themselves to inform
everyone just why they are so, so
wrong. It’s just one example of
our generation’s tendency to be
too easily offended by anything
and everything.
This hyper-sensitivity is
characterized by extreme reactions, like in the story above, to
comments or actions that grate
against one’s personal views,
especially when it comes to topics like feminism, privilege and
cultural appropriation.
While some irritation or
disbelief can be expected when
someone makes a statement you
don’t agree with, one can veer into
the too-easily-offended territory
when they can find something
insulting in nearly every word or
action, and immediately berate
others for offending them or some
other person, culture, etc.
On the one hand I can see
where this tendency comes from.
The young adults of our generation, especially those of us in a
liberal college setting, are more
culturally literate and supposedly
more tolerant than older generations—or at the very least we
like to think we are. We encounter discussions of all the various
“isms” on a daily basis in classes,
with friends and on the internet.
But despite our wellinformed ideologies, or perhaps
because of them, one is very likely to encounter the ideological
police, quick to attack any incorrect statement or vaguely offensive remark. While they can certainly exist outside the Lawrence
bubble, I’ve noticed they are
particularly likely to lurk on this
campus.
While I believe that people have a responsibility to be
educated about the basic ideas
of feminism, privilege and the
like, in addition to being aware
of their surroundings, I object
to this extreme over-sensitivity.
Besides being downright exhaust-

ing to evaluate each and every
word or action of others, how can
you reasonably expect someone
to be politically correct and 100%
informed on every topic at all
times?
If someone makes a borderline offensive comment, they
could just be oblivious that what
they said was hurtful. While obliviousness should not be an excuse,
there is no reason to attack someone right away and accuse them
of being a bigot. Take the moment
to explain to them why what they
said might have been offensive:
They are probably more likely to
respond to calm explanation than
aggressive confrontation. Slip-ups
and misunderstandings happen,
and many are not malevolent in
intent.
With that suggestion, I do
understand that this might be
something that only works in a
few situations, and is more likely to be effective in the insular,
more accepting environment of
Lawrence University. But even
when it comes to the comments
that are malevolent in intent,
there is likely little you can do to
change the mind of that person,
and they are simply not worth
your time.
All of this is not to say that
people should have license to
make offensive comments on the
grounds that they aren’t fully educated. Rather, there are times
to be legitimately offended, and
there are other times when you
can be too easily offended by
things that, in the larger scheme
of things, really don’t matter.
While it would be easy to say,
“Well, people should just be more
careful of what they say,” I see this
as potentially damaging as well.
This mindset breeds an overly
cautious environment where
people feel like they are walking on eggshells every time they
approach topics related to sexuality, gender, race, etc. How is anyone supposed to learn the right
way to say something if they never
feel safe to enter into dialogue
about it without being scolded for
saying the wrong thing?
I have some advice for all
those fragile butterflies out there
that are debilitated by every possibly insulting comment or act:
Grow a spine and some thicker
skin. Not everyone is out to get
you, doing or saying things to purposely target your weak spots.
Be happy that you are educated
on the issues, pat yourself on the
back for being the bigger person and learn to shrug off some
people’s ignorance. Save your
energy for the bigger arguments
that deserve your attention.
You will be mentally happier
and healthier for knowing when
to mount a discussion versus
when to brush it off. You ultimately can’t control other people,
what they know or what they say.
What you can control is whether
or not you let the occasional offcolor joke or disagreeable comment get to you, when these small
things are really not worth ruining
your day.
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Duke’s questionable return to religious roots
Danny Davis
Managing Editor

________________________

No symbol of recently
inflamed Islamophobia was more
poignant than the Duke University
administration’s decision not to
hold a Muslim prayer call from the
Duke Chapel. The decision, which
was likely a political one determined by the complex web of relationships between school administrators and trustees, hardly has
any real justification beyond its
hidden, bigoted motives.
To clarify, a few weeks prior,
Muslim students requested that a
call to prayer be broadcasted via
a speakerphone atop Duke’s chapel. The school is home to several
hundred Muslim students who
have been provided with limited
space to practice their faith. The
administration granted them this
opportunity, but had to retract
their decision after benefactors
such as Franklin Graham threatened to withdraw funding from
the school. Those who have joined
Graham in threats of withholding funds and supporters ought to
know three things.
First, with 14,000 students
and an incredible amount of diver-

sity, Duke is a religious school
by title and motto only. Duke is a
Methodist school, but the school’s
vast range of ethnic and religious
backgrounds makes it effectively
a secular school. Trying to limit
non-Judean-Christian values is
not only a bigoted, but fruitless
endeavor.
Second, while the Methodist
tradition holds piety and education in equal regard, the schools
supported by the Methodist
schools aren’t strictly Christian
schools and certainly are not
exclusive towards people of nonChristian faiths.
Third, Graham should ask
himself what it is he hopes to
accomplish with the wealth and
influence he’s earned over his lifetime. Is threatening a school, a
place of free thought and dialogue,
to defend your own private reservations against an entire religion
really an honorable endeavor?
If Duke University is going to
provide a secular curriculum to a
vast body of non-Methodist students and still provide resources
and a safe space for practicing
Methodist Christians, they ought
to also provide those same spaces
and resources to people of other
faiths who may request the same.

If Duke’s going to ring church bells
for Sunday service, they ought to
allow Muslims to broadcast their
call to prayer as well.
Across the Duke Campus,
there are massive, symbolic
reminders of Duke’s Methodist
roots. The Methodist tradition of
valuing education and piety equally are not symbols of Christian
evangelism. Those symbols
are there to tell passersby that
Duke was founded by Christians
devoted to education, not educators devoted to Christ. Thus, the
benefactors of Duke University
that are forcing Duke to discriminate against Muslims have a seriously misguided interpretation of
Methodist traditions.
Universities are places where
young people go to expose themselves to new ideas, new ways
of thinking and, perhaps most
importantly, people with different
values than their own. A university should be a place free of the
bigotry towards Islam that many
Americans shamelessly practice.
Unfortunately, the Duke Chapel
controversy will remain an ugly
addition to the discrimination
towards Muslims that American
society has practiced in the post
9/11 era.

Click-bait narratives and a mid-life crisis
Andrea Johnson
For The Lawrentian

_______________________

The New York Times recently
released a list of their 15 most
popular articles of 2014. Each is
probably worthy of some zinger cultural commentary—I’d
be especially interested to hear
someone’s opinions about the
two obituaries, Philip Seymour
Hoffman’s and Robin Williams’,
that made the list, at numbers
four and nine, respectively.
But I’m going to focus on
number six, “What you learn in
your 40s,” by Pamela Druckerman.
How such an insipid piece made
it past the editors at the Times is
beyond me. Perhaps it has something to do with the fact that
Druckerman is the author of a
parenting memoir with a French
word in the title. If anything more
appealing to Gen X’ers exists, it’s
called CrossFit.
That the author hopes to
“sum up” her fourth decade’s
“main point” is unbelievably
naïve; that she’s going to do it
as a 43-year-old—don’t worry,
she assures us, she’s turning 44
soon!—is laughable.
But you know those people in
their 40s—always so busy teaching their babies to speak Mandarin
Chinese and fretting over GMOs.
Druckerman is probably just trying to save some time down the
road by, you know, understanding
the ultimate meaning of her life
with all its vagaries now instead
of later.
As if gaining some understanding about our lives isn’t a
process that happens over an
entire lifetime. As if the decades
of one’s life are its most significant
benchmarks. As if each of those
decades has some easy, 400-word
takeaway.
Given the inane set-up of this
piece, it’s no wonder that unintelligent drivel follows. One example:
Druckerman assures her midlife

crisis-nearing compatriots that,
“It’s O.K. if you don’t like jazz.”
There isn’t an eye roll sarcastic
enough to express my exasperation with the weird defensiveness
that occurs when people who
think they’re smart encounter jazz
and “don’t get it.”
First, who gives a rip? Second,
what if you aren’t supposed to “get
it?” What if you can’t parcel out a
jazz tune into little manageable
bits, each with its own easy-tounderstand message—much like
the decades of one’s life?!
Not only are Druckerman’s
“lessons” uninteresting and cliché,
they’re also so very unapologetically upper/upper-middle class.
She bestows upon us, among other
things, her 43-year-old wisdom on
how to deal with friends bragging
about their six-figure salaries, and
what to wear to lunch with someone in the fashion industry.
This wouldn’t be so grating
if the title of the piece weren’t,
“What you learn in your 40s.”
Further, Druckerman’s use of the
royal “we” throughout the piece
makes it clear that she’s writing
about all people in their 40s. As if
all people in their 40s … Yeah, I’m
getting tired of this.
I wrote earlier that I didn’t
understand how such a piece
of dross made it into the Grey
Lady. I do understand, however,
how it could have become one
of their most popular articles—
despite concluding with this bit of
insight: “When you’re unsure if it’s
a woman or a man, it’s a woman.”
That isn’t even funny!
I suspect not a small part of
its success had to do with readers’
ability to live vicariously through
this wealthy American writer/
mother living in Paris. Indeed, this
writer just sighed longingly over
that last sentence.
Another reason is that the
article recreates the unspecific,
drily humorous yet vaguely heartwarming tone of so many similar
Thought Catalog/Buzzfeed listicles.

This tone is evident when
Druckerman writes that a “soul
mate isn’t a pre-existing condition. It’s an earned title.” Thank
you ever so much for bursting
that little illusion for me with pop
culture’s signature brand of gratingly straightforward, desperately
no-bullshit wisdom. Except that
this entire article is bullshit, both
for the reasons above and for this
one: it is cliché-ridden articles
like these that make thinking and
becoming a better person too easy.
I bet someone has already
embroidered “Soul mate is an
earned title” on a throw pillow,
tossed it on the settee in their
Tuscan villa and called it good.
Clichés are powerful when
they consist of a boiled-down
truth, no matter how over-used or
saccharine. They are dangerous
when that’s where it’s left.
Take as a counterpoint my
current obsession, David Foster
Wallace’s commencement address
to Kenyon College’s class of 2005,
“This is Water.”
Wallace throws out a cliché
not five minutes into the talk
when he says, “The most obvious,
important realities are often the
ones that are hardest to see and
talk about.” Probably every graduate at that point was nodding
their tasseled heads in agreement.
“That seems right; yeah, that’s
kind of interesting.” And that’s
where the critical thinking would
have ended if Wallace didn’t go
on to call it what it was—“a banal
platitude”—and expanded on the
idea.
To be effective devices, clichés need context and elucidation.
I think this may be why novels
exist. I mean, just think how much
more successful and entertaining
this piece would be if Druckerman
gave us the story that led her
to believe that “People’s youthful quirks can harden into adult
pathologies.” That sounds like
some good Jon Ronson stuff right
there.

See page 12

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:

I was extremely disappointed in last week’s edition of The
Lawrentian. In the past week, the LUCC Presidential and VicePresidential election has made a tangible impact on campus. With
a crowded field of well-qualified candidates to profile and a public
debate featuring those individuals to promote, The Lawrentian
had plenty to write about.

However, outside of the Photo Poll—which was placed on the
back page—and material from outside sources—letters to the editor and paid advertisements—there was not so much as a single
word written covering the event in which individuals are selected
to represent the entire student body.
It should not be taken lightly, as these elected officials are
given the opportunity to make major changes on campus that
could concretely affect every single Lawrentian. This publication
utterly failed in its primary purpose of informing students of relevant news on campus and failed those who are working so hard
to gain an opportunity to represent those students.

While I expect that this week’s edition will include ample
election coverage, as it should, its dividends will be minimal given
that the election will have largely already taken place. I am disappointed in the oversight displayed by your organization and I hope
that in the future it will better do its job in serving the student
body.
—Jack Canfield

LUCC President, Class of ’14

Roller derby

continued from page 6
brother team, the Green
Bay Smackers. The coaches for
the Paper Valley Roller Girls are
skaters for the Smackers and the
two teams have a close relationship. The Smackers, like the Roller
Girls, are always looking for new

M. Johnson

continued from page 10
larger problem of gender inequality within the industry.
By
acknowledging only the outer
beauty of female entertainers, the
accomplishments of women are
undermined—if not almost completely ignored.
As Hadley Freeman from The
Guardian puts it, “This is a strange
pocket of the western world
where it is still deemed utterly

skaters.
The Paper Valley Roller Girls
have their first home match on
January 31 against the Prairieland
Punishers from Decatur, Ill. The
bout will be at the House of Speed
in Green Bay. Tickets are $5 with
student ID or in advance and $8 at
the door. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
and the game will start at 8 p.m.
acceptable to take smart, successful women and reduce them to
beauty pageant contestants.”
The media ignores facts such
as Natalie Portman’s Harvard
education, instead belittling and
demeaning women of such intelligence with small talk of accessories and shoes. The media should
be taking advantage of the opportunity to ask educated women
questions of importance, rather
than limiting women by valuing
them based on the size and style
of their dresses.
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Why is service important to you?

EDITORIAL
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
which appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s editorial board.
Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by email should
be text attachments.

“Service means a chance to be
a part of something bigger than
myself and Lawrence.”
–Emma Houston

“Service allows me to think on a
larger scale than my daily life.”
–Isabel Dammann

LUCC

continued from page 1
between different organizations on campus.
Throughout the debate, candidates answered various questions, ranging from how they
chose presidential slogans to
more personal questions, such as
Elena being a fifth-year next year
and Wesley spending Fall Term
abroad in Spain.
Every candidate was asked
what they would do to support
marginalized students through
LUCC.

Gnahoré

continued from page 8
for the rest of the night.
Gnahoré’s dancing is also
worth mentioning. She has spent
time in the Ivory Coast’s Tché Tché
dance company and her expert,
vigorous dance interludes melded
beautifully with her high-octane
singing. She was very smooth and
rhythmic, but in certain parts of
her dances, she would kick her leg
out to shocking heights and jump
with crisp precision.
Senior Luke Rivard boldly
and beautifully led the majority of
the students in the audience into
the front of Stansbury by standing
up halfway through the concert
and dancing to the edge of the

A. Johnson

continued from page 11
But then, to do so would take
Druckerman out of her idealistic,
wealthy la-la land and into what
Wallace called “the day-to-day
trenches of adult existence.” And

“Service is working with people
and learning from each other.”
–Jaime Gonzalez

“It makes you realize that your
problems are small, and then it
makes you feel really good.”
–Margaret Koss

“It allows me to experience new
things and help others in need,
which can be the environment or
people in the surrounding area.”
–Savannah Dahl

“It allows me to get outside of
the Lawrence bubble.”
– Galen Dods

“I’m going to challenge you to
speak up,” Lunn-Craft said, “I want
to be one of the voices.”’
Heiring said “the structure
of LUCC should represent the student body.”
Craven said LUCC’s role is
“doing more about engagement
and discussion of diversity” and
that to do so, “there could be more
of a voice for it in cabinet meetings.”
“LUCC is a very safe and open
place,” Varughese said, “the student body needs to take initiative
and come to us.”
Sabile said “It is the initiative
of the leaders to lead by example

and go out into the community we
represent.”
The Vice President is in
charge of the finance committee
so the candidates were asked how
to approach funding the influx of
new clubs.
Craven said one way to get
clubs to “do more with less money
is to encourage groups to cooperate.”
“Generally, your attendance
will increase as you collaborate
with more groups,” Heiring said.
Lunn-Craft said “I don’t feel
comfortable saying I want groups
to merge because they share similar aspects.”

stage. Thankfully, all it took was
a single student feeling free to
groove, and the infectious energy
of the music could finally manifest
in the happy rhythms of the bopping group.
It was clear that Gnahoré was
thrilled when students started to
race toward the stage, for this is
what her music is all about: love,
collective energy, joy and freedom.
She picked out one particularly
enthusiastic student dancer from
the crowd and invited her to the
stage and the two danced with
huge smiles on their faces. At the
end of the song, they hugged, a
testament to the familiarity and
warmth that Gnahoré’s music fosters.
After the show, the standing ovations and the encore,

Gnahoré stayed and signed CDs
and concert programs. Her open,
vibrant energy was still palpable
off-stage and she was even willing to humor some Lawrentians
with a little French conversation.
Sweetest of all, she signed our
memorabilia with several little
hearts: poignant reminders of the
love she encouraged us to share
with those around us. In short, she
was inspirational from beginning
to end.
The upcoming and final concert in this year’s World Music
Series is scheduled for March 2 at
8 p.m. The group Caladh Nua will
be performing traditional Irish
music with a contemporary twist
on a wide variety of instruments
in the Esch Studio of the Warch
Campus Center.

her readers would have had to
pause over her piece to consider
how they themselves act in similar situations, and think critically
about the answer.
Would that have been a less
popular piece? Almost certainly,
considering that thought-out,
well-illustrated pieces like our

own Professor McGlynn’s “Please
Forgive My Spotless Home,” which
ran in the Times last year, were
nowhere to be found on the list.
Here’s hoping that by the
time we’re 40 we’ll have learned
to value this latter kind of essay,
rather than paint-by-numbers
emotional click bait.

—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.
—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
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continued from page 2
Planned renovations for loft style housing in
Colman Hall to be completed October 2016.

Die-In

continued from page 1
streets of New York,” Colston said.
“I knew that that couldn’t be
replicated, but I also knew that
the feeling that I had down there,
and then solidarity that created
between the members of the justice league, was something that
we all wanted to feel at Lawrence,
as Black Student Union.”
After the four and a half minutes were up, participants stood
up in unison and resumed their
“Hands up! Don’t shoot!” chant.
Students who had been waiting at
the doors to leave the commons or
at the top of the stairs had mixed
responses, according to Colston.
“There was a lot of laughter, which
was disheartening… But there was
also a lot of silence, and a lot of
people seemed contemplative.”
Regardless of the varied reactions, Antrobus felt positive about

the outcome of the die-in.
“As a first step to raise awareness on these topics, it was definitely successful,” Colston agreed.
“If you wait for an entire institution to be ready [for this type
of activism], you’ve already left.
What’s the point in that? I think
this was a great first step, but
what campus needs to realize is
that this was exactly that: a first
step. And the negative backlash is
not stopping anyone. It’s making
us refuel for future events.”
Colston concluded by clarifying the intent of the demonstration. “The die-in was really targeting anti-blackness in America,
and specifically those bodies
we’ve seen killed in history, as
well as over break, that we don’t
talk about a lot. Everyone who
was united in solidarity to do the
die-in knew that this was for antiblackness and wanted to be advocates for change and new antioppressive tactics.”

